Nu Rho Psi   THE NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY IN NEUROSCIENCE             
National Office:  Dominican University, River Forest, IL 60305
Membership Application


							      For chapter records and verification only
							      Do not send to National Office.

Name: __________________________________________         Student I.D. no. ____________ 

Current mailing address: _____________________________________________________________________  
			   Street or P.O. Box
			 _____________________________________________________________________ 
			   City, State, Zip

Phone no.: ________________________________   Permanent E-mail: _______________________________ 
                                                                                                               One that will be available post-graduation
[bookmark: _Hlk159505358]Classification:   Undergraduate☐   Graduate Student  ☐                      Estimated date of graduation: ________ 

[bookmark: _Hlk159510421]Race/Ethnicity:         ☐ Native American/ Alaskan [A]                ☐  Black/African American [B]	☐ Asian  [S]     ☐  White [W]
											
[bookmark: _Hlk159508437]                 	☐ Pacific Islander/Native Hawaiian [P]      ☐  Unknown/Other [O]

Gender:   	                ☐ Female 	☐  Male  	    ☐ Non-binary		☐ Other

Neuroscience Courses Taken To Date

Course name & number						  No. Credit hours	       Grade received

1. _______________________________________________________________________________   ______________ 

2. _______________________________________________________________________________   ______________  

3. _______________________________________________________________________________   ______________  

4. _______________________________________________________________________________   ______________  

5. _______________________________________________________________________________   ______________

6. _______________________________________________________________________________   ______________  

7. _______________________________________________________________________________   ______________  

8. _______________________________________________________________________________   ______________  

9. _______________________________________________________________________________   ______________  

10. ______________________________________________________________________________   ______________  

Cumulative GPA:  ______	GPA in Neuroscience-related courses*: ______  
*(Contact your faculty advisor for a list of Neuroscience-related courses.)

I hereby authorize the Nu Rho Psi faculty advisor to review my college records for the sole purpose of determining my eligibility for becoming a member of Nu Rho Psi.

____________________________________________________   Date:  __________________ 
Applicant Signature  

Please return this form to _________________________________________________________(Chapter advisor / officer / mailbox)
We are pleased to offer you this opportunity to apply for membership in Nu Rho Psi.  We will contact you once your eligibility has been verified.

Nu Rho Psi   THE NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY IN NEUROSCIENCE
National Office:  Dominican University, River Forest, IL 60305  
Membership Application





What is Nu Rho Psi[footnoteRef:1]? [1:  Nu Rho Psi is a tax exempt [501(c)(3) ] public charity incorporated in the state of Ohio. The Honor Society has a small part-time staff and is managed by a member-elected National Council consisting of student and faculty volunteers from many Colleges and Universities throughout the United States.] 

Nu Rho Psi is the National Honor Society in Neuroscience, founded in 2006 by the Faculty for Undergraduate Neuroscience. The purpose of Nu Rho Psi is to: (1) encourage professional interest and excellence in scholarship, particularly in neuroscience;  (2) award recognition to students who have achieved such excellence in scholarship; (3) advance the discipline of neuroscience; (4) encourage intellectual and social interaction between students, faculty, and professionals in neuroscience and related fields; (5) promote career development in neuroscience and related fields; (6) increase public awareness of neuroscience and its benefits for the individual and society; and (7) encourage service to the community.

Who may join? Membership is by invitation and is open to undergraduate and graduate students who are making the study of Neuroscience one of their major interests and who meet the other academic qualifications. Nu Rho Psi is also open to qualifying Neuroscience faculty and alumni of Neuroscience programs.  
Membership in Nu Rho Psi is open to qualified candidates regardless of age, sex, sexual orientation, race handicap or disability, color, religion, or national or ethnic origin.

Minimum Qualifications for Undergraduate Student Members.  
These are minimum standards for an undergraduate student to be inducted into Nu Rho Psi.  Each chapter should modify this form to specify the criteria they have set, which may be higher (but not lower) than these minimum standards and which may involve additional components (e.g. a service component).
 

Academic Standing
To be eligible for membership, students must meet the following academic criteria:
· Academic Progress: Students must have completed the equivalent of at least 3 semesters of college coursework at an accredited institution of higher education (equal to ~45 credit hours; ~12 units).
· Declared Program: Students must have officially declared a major, minor, or concentration/certificate in Neuroscience or a neuroscience-focused program (e.g. Neural Engineering).
· GPA
· Cumulative GPA: Minimum overall GPA of 3.0.
· Neuroscience GPA: Minimum GPA of 3.2 in neuroscience-related coursework.
· This includes any course that counts toward a declared Neuroscience major, minor, or concentration/certificate.

Credit Requirements
Eligible students must have completed:
· At least 9 credit hours (typically 3 courses) of neuroscience-related coursework.
· This includes any course required for the Neuroscience major, minor, or certificate/concentration.
· Transfer credits may count, provided they are accepted by the institution.  AP courses should not be counted in this total.
· At least one course must be focused primarily on neuroscience, such as:
· Behavioral Neuroscience, Introduction to Neuroscience, or a similar core course.
· Additional qualifying courses may come from the student’s declared major if they are:
· Explicitly required for the major, as defined in the institution's academic bulletin or degree requirements.


Additional Notes
· Courses from related fields may be considered on a case-by-case basis if they clearly align with neuroscience and the student’s academic path.
· Transfer credits are acceptable if they meet the above criteria and are recognized by the student’s college/university (AP classes are not acceptable).


Purpose of These Criteria
These standards are designed to ensure members have a solid foundation in neuroscience, supporting strong academic engagement, leadership continuity, and the mission of Nu Rho Psi.


What are the benefits of membership?
Nu Rho Psi membership provides recognition of verified academic excellence in the interdisciplinary field of neuroscience. Students who become members of Nu Rho Psi are selected based on their superior scholarly accomplishments as well as their excellent work in the laboratory. Nu Rho Psi membership is for life and it is often a springboard for the networking and collaboration of like-minded colleagues interested in the study of the brain. Our members are provided opportunities to form professional relationships that carry them through their careers in neuroscience. There are both regional and national Nu Rho Psi meetings where young neuroscientists from around the country gather to share scientific findings. Nu Rho Psi offers competitive travel awards for members to attend and present their research at the annual Society for Neuroscience meeting. Nu Rho Psi Undergraduate Research Grants (URGs) support neuroscience research projects, senior theses and the like. Chapters may apply for Chapter Activity Grants to fund neuroscience community outreach and education. Nu Rho Psi facilitates the mentoring of our members through publications (e.g. The Nu Rho Psi Guide to Graduate School in Neuroscience) and other outreach activities of the Society. News and additional information about benefits are available to members via the Nu Rho Psi online newsletter. Nu Rho Psi is currently building an Endowment Fund aimed at expanding our URG and other grant programs. Members receive membership certificates and lapel pins as an indication of the honor they have earned.
